


Welcome Message from Co-Chairs
of the Host Committee

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of all members of the Geological Society of Korea, I am delighted 
to bid for the honor of hosting the 37th International Geological Congress 
in Busan, South Korea, in 2024.

The Geological Society of Korea (GSK), which was founded in 1947, is Korea’s 
academic society and professional body for geology. GSK’s main objectives 
are academic research on basic and applied geology and the distribution of 
geological technology to aid in the advancement of the field both domesti-
cally and abroad.

With your generous support, the 37th International Geological Congress in 
Busan, South Korea, 2024 is bound to be a great success. 
Korean geological communities are committed to a fruitful collaboration 
with IUGS and would like to present a splendid opportunity for the shar-
ing of achievements and insights between distinguished colleagues from a 
broad range of geological subspecialties, in a location of geological signifi-
cance in Asia. 

Yours sincerely,

Daekyo Cheong
President of the Geological
Society of Korea

Kyu-Han Kim
President of the Korea Institute
of Geoscience and Mineral Resources



Welcome Message from Mayor of Busan

Dear Members of the International Union of Geological Science

On behalf of the 3.5 million citizens of Busan, it is a great honor and privilege 
for the City of Busan to participate in the bidding to host the 37th Interna-
tional Geological Congress (IGC).

With its beautiful natural environment of mountains, rivers and the sea, 
Busan has an abundance of rare and diverse geological resources which we 
would be proud to share with geologists from around the world. In particu-
lar, the orbicular gabbro found in central metropolitan Busan City is the only 
one of its kind in Asia and is distributed over a 0.14 km2 making it one of the 
widest examples in the world.

In addition, with outstanding convention infrastructure, Busan has success-
fully hosted many renowned international events including the 2005 APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting, the 3rd OECD World Forum in 2009 and the ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference in 2014. These highly successful events have all 
served to enhance Busan’s image as one of the most preferred convention 
destinations in Asia. 

Busan city government, in close cooperation with the Busan Tourism Orga-
nization and BEXCO (Busan Exhibition and Convention), is ready to provide 
a one-stop service covering administrative and financial support, accom-
modation, transportation and tour programs to ensure that the IGC 2024 is 
a great success.

I sincerely look forward to meeting you in Busan in 2024.

Yours sincerely,

Byung-soo Suh
Mayor of Busan Metropolitan City



Why Korea?

Global Geoparks in Korea

Seongsan Ilchulbong Tuff Cone, Jeju Island
(UNESCO World Natural Heritage)

Columnar Joint in Yangnam, Gyeongju

Yongmeori Tuff Ring, Jeju Island

Mt.Seorak, Gwangwon

Korea is a key location on the Eurasia plate margin. 

The strong desire and the capacity of the Korean geological communities 
to host the 37th International Geological Congress in Busan, Korea.

A variety of geological excursions in both Korea and its neighboring 
countries within 1 hour flight from Busan.

Unique programs to attract international participants including the 
‘Young Geologist Program’ and ‘Geological Film Festival’.

Substantial support from local and central government agencies to ensure 
a successful hosting of 2024 IGC in Korea.
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Nurimaru APEC House

Busan, Korea’s second largest city and world 5th busiest port, is an ineffable 
world-class city where contemporary lifestyle meets long-standing history and 
home to 3.5 million residents. And yet the locals retain the friendly charm and 
generous hospitality of the countryside.

Nurimaru APEC House is a unique, upscale venue with a splendid ocean view of 
the city over the famous Diamond Bridge. “Nurimaru APEC House” is the venue 
where world leaders convened for the “APEC Summit Meeting” in 2005. In 2024, 
we hope to again utilize this venue to host “the world leaders” of geology 
visiting Busan for the 37th IGC.

Why Busan?

· 4,000 PAX auditorium for opening, closing and plenary sessions
· 56 meeting rooms available for workshops and concurrent sessions
· 46,500㎡ of exhibition space available for Geo Expo, lunch & dinner and various
  social events

Busan, A Perfect Convention City for 2024  IGC 
Busan Exhibition & Convention Center (BEXCO)

National Geoparks in Busan

Nakdong Estuary Taejongdae Cliffs



Busan’s thriving culture and exceptional landscapes offer an abundance of ex-
periences to inspire and amaze. If you are looking for an exhilarating adventure 
in mountainous coasts, relaxing and serene moments in Buddhist temples, ex-
citing shopping time traditional markets and world’s celebrated shops, awak-
ening time in museums and galleries, then Busan is the perfect place you want 
to be.

An Attractive and Pleasant City, Busan

Busan, a City of Harmony between Old and New

UNESCO World Heritages in Gyeongju, a neighboring city of Busan

Beomesa(Temple)-1,300 years of history

Bulguksa Temple Seokguram Grotto

Firework at Gwangalli Beach

UN Memorial Cemetery, only one in the world
Busan Cinema Center, a hub of Busan
International Film Festival



Located in the center of East Asia,
Busan is easily accessible.

Affordable Accommodation
Busan has dozens of accommodation options around the convention site to 
suit the 2024 IGC delegates’ every need - from five star hotels to youth hostels 
and condominiums, all within 5 minutes from the main venue.

• More than 52,000 guest rooms in Busan
• 5,000 guest rooms are within 5 min. of BEXCO
• 10 additional hotels will open by 2018 providing an extra 4,200 rooms

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

OCEANIA

Direct(Gimhae)

Via Seoul (Incheon)

* Based on weekly / round trip �ight
* Seoul to Busan - 1hour by air - 2.18hour by train

34 cities, 858 direct �ights

169 cities, 4,500 direct �ights

ASIA

AFRICA

EUROPE

SEOUL

BUSAN

Arpina Youth Hostel

The Westin Chosun Busan

Haeundae Grand Hotel

Haeundae Centum Hotel

Paradise Hotel Busan

Novotel Ambassador Busan



The Geological Society of Korea
Founded in 1947, the Geographical Society of Korea (GSK) is Korea’s aca-
demic society and professional body for geological sciences. GSK’s prima-
ry purpose is to further academic research on basic and applied geology 
and support the distribution of geological technology.

With 1,600 members as of 2015, GSK supports and promotes academic 
conferences, field research, special lectures and publishes both the na-
tional journal and the international journal as well as various individual 
volumes. GSK has also undertaken many national projects including a Re-
source Exploration and Manpower Training program, a Safety Evaluation 
Project on Radioactive Disposal Facility and a Management and Operation 
Plan for a Geological Park.

The society became a member of International Union of Geological Sci-
ences (IUGS) in February, 1973 and has established academic ties with 32 
overseas institutions including the United States Geological Survey (USGS). 

※ Contact. Tel. 82-2-3453-1550 E-mail: office@gskorea.or.kr

Korea Institute of Geoscience and Mineral
Resources, KIGAM
Korea Institute of Geoscience and Mineral Resources (KIGAM) is a unique 
government-funded research organization where world class geoscience 
researches are ongoing. At KIGAM, Korea’s finest geology experts are in-
vestigating potential future energy & mineral resources, land and environ-
ment preservation, and creating a new field of science based in geosci-
ence technologies.

※ Contact. Tel. 82-42-868-3273 E-mail: money6@kigam.re.kr


